Music and Singing in the OT

Psalm 33:2, 57:7, 81:2, 92:1, 95:2, 98:4, 98:5, 108:1, 147:7; 149:3

Music is a way that people in the OT praised the Lord. They used various instruments – flutes, strings, harp, lyre, trumpet, horn, zither, pipes, tambourine, etc.

-> Even now, we can praise the Lord using music and all kinds of instruments.

Music and Singing in the NT

NT does not give practical details on how to perform music but talks a lot about our attitudes when we are together as the body of Christ. 
1 Corinthians 14:26

“What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretations. all of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.”
Colossians 3:15-16

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spirituals songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.”

Ephesians 5:19
“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. sing and make music in your heart to the Lord.”
· Singing is part of communicating the word.

· It therefore is very important

· It also has a big role in strengthening the body of Christ
Read 1 Corinthians 12

Main points:

· The Holy Spirit gives gifts that exalt Jesus (v3)

· There is a variety gifts and ways of serving. Each is given for the good of everyone (4-7)
· God by his spirit chooses who does what (11)
· Besides being individuals, our identity is one (12)
· Caring for each other is more important than the position we have (25)
Paul isn’t concerned about us discovering what gifts we have, rather whatever we do we ought to be doing it for the sake of Christ’s’ body. Love is more important than what we can do. 
Differences between the OT and the NT

“Praise and Worship”…?

What is worship?

- “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.”  


Romans 12:1

“Presence”

It’s not accurate to speak of God ‘coming into our presence’. In the OT, God was not dwelling in the hearts of every believer. That was only possible after Jesus came, when he gave out His Spirit to all who believed in Him in Acts 2.  
“Sacrifice”

Music is not a sacrifice of praise. God doesn’t need your singing for Him to feel happy with you. It doesn’t serve a purpose in making you right before God. 

Don’t mistake powerful music for God being especially present. He is always here. 

Don’t rely on music to feel to more godly or right with Him. 
Music in church is about:

1. Singing about God’s greatness and what He’s done for us

2. Singing in response to what He’s done for us

3. Singing to remind each other, encourage other of these awesome truths.

· Music is the best way to create heresy! Because music can be very emotional, it is easy to sing along to something that isn’t true if the music is fantastic.
· Make sure you know what it is you’re singing and playing. 

· Don’t get carried away by great music and forget the words.
· We are here to serve the congregation – don’t manipulate them with music. Make sure they’re singing to biblical lyrics.

· But some songs can go the other way and have great words – but are really hard to follow or can’t be remembered because the music is not helping it

· You want the congregation to focus on God and not you, for them to feel joy and thankfulness, or fear and awe, or repentance and brokenness, or strength and resolve to change. Make sure these are based on the words. 
A suggested timeline for being a muso at TC

One week beforehand…

1. Get four songs from your song leader ONE WEEK BEFOREHAND. If borrowing, you MUST MUST bring it back the next week and put it back in the music cupboard.

2. IDEALLY, it would be good to go through an arrangement of the song before you look at it yourself, so you know what you don’t have to play, whether to repeat chorus, how long the intro is, etc.

During the week…

3. Read through the words of the songs

4. Figure out what chords / notes you have to play. Remember if it is a full band, figure out what not to play.

5. If possible, have a practice during the week

Before TC begins…

6. Come in at 10:30 for a rehearsal. Listen to the song leader. Pray before you rehearse. Pray before you start service. Concentrate on intros and endings – make sure they’re tight!

7. Have a small slip of paper next to your music that gives outlines for each song, e.g.

Offertory song – Highest Place

Intro: 4 bars – aGuitar, drums, piano (chords), flute

Verse 1: aG, D, P

Verse 2: add F

Chorus 1: everyone

Intro: aG, F, D, piano (play high chords)

Verse 1: D, P, F (in the gaps)

Verse 2: D, P, F, aG (all softly)

Chorus 2: everyone loud, lots of F

repeat last line

Outro: everyone, more flute

8. Listen carefully to the service leader so you know when you have to get up and play. The worst thing is having everyone wait for the musos to walk up, get their instrument ready. Musos should be ready to go as soon as the service leader or song leader stops talking. 

9. While playing, remember that you’re not performing. You are serving your Lord and showing to everyone the awesome ability God has given you to play. 

10. While playing, the most important question to ask is, “am I hindering the word of God or helping it?” You might be playing too loud, wearing something distracting, playing with too much distortion, or have not practiced sufficiently so people are noticing you play. We want people to focus on the words and to reflect upon them.

11. Give God your best! Don’t give him your leftover time to practice, don’t give him a second-rate job. Give him your best because that’s what He deserves. You are playing for the God of the Universe!

AM I HELPING OR HINDERING THE WORD OF GOD?

· e.g. is my arrangement too distracting?

· am I performing instead of serving God

· am I doing this for people’s praise or for God?

· It’s easy to fall into ‘performance mode’ because that is how our world plays music. It’s also similar to how we’re taught music. Our music exams are based around our own performance. Get away from this idea. 

Simple and practical tips on playing at TC

Learn by listening to how good musicians play

Listen to each other in the band as you all play – that’s how you can show love to them
Not every song needs all the instruments

It’s a bit like a cheesecake. Think in layers!

Ask: AM I HELPING OR HINDERING THE WORD OF GOD?

Bassists and drummers (cake base):

· just tap it or get a drum shield, our hall isn’t big enough for us to play loudly.

· Make sure you’re not drowning out the singers.

· Make sure the kit drum and the bass are playing the same (or similar) beat

· Keep the beat / rhythm consistent within the verse. You can change it for the chorus – but keep that one consistent too.

· Do fills at appropriate times. Not too many.

· Don’t speed up! – because everyone is following you. 

Guitarists (cake part):

· You, along with the piano are like the cheesey, creamy part of the cake.

· Plan the times you will be playing rhythm or playing single line. If there are two of you, one of you do single line or something different.

· Negotiate with the piano who is taking what rhythm. You don’t want to be playing exactly the same thing in the same range.

· Listen carefully to drum and bass

Pianists (cake part):

· Try not to play what’s written. The written part assumes that you’re the only one playing, so it has everything – bass, rhythm, single line, chords…you’ll be taking up other people’s parts if you play what’s written.

· If there is a bass player, stay away from playing the bass notes – you’ll only muddy it up.

· play right hand chords if you can. If you can’t, learn.

· You can also play intro for several songs – on your own.

· If you’re playing fills, play it up an octave.

· Stay away from the guitar’s range – negotiate this beforehand.

Single-line instruments (icing, cream, lemon or strawberry):

· If you played too much, the cake will be too sweet. Don’t play all the time

· Make your contribution in the intros and the gaps. 

· You can come in a little later than everyone else.

· Play melody where appropriate – especially if it’s a new song.

· Don’t play a fill if someone else is already doing it. Or figure out how you can harmonise.

· Stay within your “space” and it should sound fine. Don’t try and do everything. 

· The fewer instruments you have, the less you play. i.e. if it’s only the piano – then just play what’s written.

Singers

· You are more important than you realise, you are the ones doing the communicating of the word. 

· It’s not the easiest job – people are looking at you. Make sure how you look communicates the same thing as the words

· Having said that, it’s probably the first place to go if you CAN’T play an instrument. 

· If you can play an instrument – play the instrument!!! God gave that ability to you for a reason, not just to get up to 8th grade AMEB level. 

· HARMONISE - especially for songs that the congregation already knows. Otherwise, you may as well be down in the congregation :P. Learn some harmonies beforehand. Work it out. Do the hard work. Practice it with your other singer – don’t sing like a soloist. Having said that, you don’t have to harmonise all the time. Especially at the start, you can just sing melody first. 

· Make sure your microphone is pointed to your nose to eliminate the ‘p’ sound and point it more upwards if you are harmonising. 

Track 10 Highest Place 

from - Emu Music 2: See Him Coming
	Intro
	K: simple, aG: soft chords, drum and bass together

	Verse 1a
	Same, keys – holding chords, rhythm at the ends

	Verse 2a
	Same, as above

	Chorus 1
	back up vocals come in singing melody

Drum and bass change beats
keys follow with chords and rhythm

	Interlude
	D, aG, B: As in intro
add Sax

K with more in the higher octave

	Verse 1b
	back up vocals come in singing melody
As in verse 1 but with some Sax to join to verse2b

	Verse 2b
	As in 2a, but with sax to join to chorus

	Chorus 2
	As in Chorus1 but with Sax

	Coda
	As in intro, but with lots of sax

end on 4th beat


Track 3 See Him Coming

from – Emu Music 2: See Him Coming

	Intro
	aG: main – strum every 2 bars, eG: small, B & D together, k (synthesiser)  - holding chords

	Verse 1
	similar to intro

	Verse 2
	same as above

	Chorus
	aG: more strumming, B & D change beat – add snare on 2 and 4
on ‘forever’ – return to former style

	Verse 3
	same as verse 1

harmonise on ‘come Lord Jesus’

	Chorus 
	add backing vocals to sing melody, keep rhythm up with ‘forever’

	Bridge
	K (synthesiser) hold on chords; eG: simple, 

	Repeat Bridge
	Add B and D, with interest in the B

Add backing vocals with melody

build up to chorus

	Chorus
	As with previous chorus, but add distortion in eG, add high hats

	Chorus
	more eG, more fills in drums, add more crash cymbal

	Chorus
	more fills in drums, more crash cymbal
different harmonies, add libbing with vocals

continue with same rhythm on ‘forever’

	Coda
	repeat ‘forever’…gradually get softer, less on eG


