Teens Church SONG LEADING GUIDE 2007
Choosing songs

Choosing songs is really important. The reason is because singing at church reflects 3 kinds of relationships. 

	1. God to us
	2. Us to God 
	3. to each other

	God

Us
	God

Us
	God


Us


1. God to us: This is when we sing about what God is like, what he has done for us, e.g. sending Jesus, for his mercy, about his power, his ability, his holiness

2. Us to God: This is when we sing as a response to what God has done for us, e.g. thanking him, praising him, adoring him, worshipping him, repenting

3. To each other: This is when we remind each other about what God has done, to encourage each other – which is something really important that we mainly do when we meet together with Christians. Remember singing isn’t just between you and God!
· Usually you can try and choose a variety of these songs for service. Some situations you may want to choose more songs from (1), sometimes more from (2) and sometimes more from (3) depending on the sermon, the type of service (e.g. evangelistic – you may want to choose more (1)) etc.
· Think about how you may like people to ‘journey through’ the service. Perhaps at the beginning of the service when people are tired from the stress and busyness of the week, you want to help them remember that our Lord is great and powerful so you choose a (1) song. Or you might want to help by reminding them to repent of their sins over the past week so you choose a (2) song. Or you want to remind them that this world is temporary and that they have a church family and a heavenly home to look forward to which may be a (3) song. 

· Often you will need to talk to the speaker and the service leader so that your ideas don’t clash and so the congregation doesn’t get too many messages chucked at them. 

What categories do these songs fall into? (some have more than one category)
(1, 2) Ancient of Days: Blessing and Honour, glory and power, be unto the ancient of days…Every tongue in heaven and earth, shall declare your glory…

(2) Psalm 96: Sing unto the Lord a new song, sing unto the Lord all the earth, sing to the Lord, bless his name, tell of his salvation day by day…

(2) Free now: Free now, justified I stand, free now, safe within your hand, Lord I’m free now, free to be what I was made to be….

(1,2,3) Consider Christ: Consider Christ, the source of our salvation…though he was pure, a lamb without a blemish…My Lord and God, you are so rich in mercy, 
(1,2) In christ Alone: In Christ Alone, my hope is found, he is my light my strength my song. This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought… 

(1,2,3) Shout to the Lord: My Jesus, my saviour, Lord there is none like you, all of my days, I want to praise, the wonders of your mighty love

(2) My redeemer lives: I know he’s rescued my soul, his blood has covered my sin I believe I believe…

(3) Great is our God: How Great is our God, sing with me how great is our God, all will sing how great, how great, is our God

(1) Away in a Manger: Away in a Manger no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head…the cattle are lowing the baby awakes, 

(1) My God is so big: My God is so big, so strong and so mighty there’s nothing my God cannot do, (that’s true!) … the mountains are his, the valleys are his, 
(1,3) See Him Coming: Glory and power, to the one who made us a kingdom and priests for God’s service come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus… 

(3) By Grace: We, we are his people, once, once who were far away, saved by the blood of Jesus…by Grace, we are saved, through faith, not from us, but God

A suggested timeline for song leading at 11am TC
1. Read through the passage for the TC that you are going to be song leading at. You will need to find out what the passage is for that week. 
2. Choose at least four songs with Aaron based on the passage and the main point for that Sunday. The sequence is usually 2 Praise songs at the beginning, a slow song for offertory – although this does not necessarily have to be the case.  An appropriate song should be chosen for the song that is to be sung after the sermon.  It would be ideal to have all four of the songs related to the sermon. At the minimum, make sure the response song is actually a response to the sermon. e.g. sermon main point: We can only be saved through Jesus; response song: No other name. 
3. Let the band members know what the songs are (one week in advance) and provide sheet music if necessary.

4. Read through the words of the songs

5. Decide for each song whether to introduce it or not, and write down suitable introductions. Introductions can be an explanation of some part of the song, a rationale for singing the song, or you can even read out a part of the song to get people thinking about it. 
6. Write down word-for-word what you are going to say (the first few times you song lead) and rehearse saying it.

7. Write down the sequences of choruses and verses for each song. You can think about other things such as whether you want to repeat the chorus at the end or not or whether to sing it through once or twice or whether you want a guys only / girls only verse. 
A suggested format is this: e.g., 


Offertory song: Consider Christ (once through only)

Intro (6 bars)


Verse 1


Chorus


Verse 2


Chorus


Verse 3


Chorus


Chorus

8. Show it / send it to Aaron before Sunday morning for a quick look through. 

9. Be at the hall ready to start at 10.30am to run through the songs with the band and to pray with them and for them.
Some tips for song leading
Verbal

1. Please remember to say PLEASE STAND and PLEASE TAKE A SEAT

2. For evangelistic services, explain the reason for singing.

Gestures

3. Know how long the musical introductions and the gaps between the verses and choruses are so that you know when to lead people in to sing. You may ask Joyce or Tet if unsure. It is best to bring people in by raising your hand as you sing the first word. You may also say the first couple of words of the verse/chorus before actually singing it with everyone. This acts as a signal letting people know that the verse is about to arrive.

Appearance

4. The words you are saying and the look on your face should be sending the same message. You may have experienced an instance where the song leader is saying, e.g. ‘Isn’t it an awesome day today, to come together and worship God. Let’s stand and sing together’; and yet these words are uttered with no eye contact, a tired, bored, nervous, sad or indifferent face. Usually a bright, genuine smile is suitable for the first song and an appropriate facial expression for the last response song. 
5. Dress appropriately and be an example of Jesus to others – this is an upfront ministry where you are in a sense representing the leadership/TeenSS/CCC. Always best to stand relaxed, feet slightly apart; don’t put hands in pockets or fidget. We don’t want to distract the TeenSS from singing to God.
Unity

6. Make sure that what you say and the songs you choose convey the same message to the TeenSS as the service leader and the preacher. We want the TeenSS to come away with one sermon, not two or three. 

Understanding

7. Practise Godliness and pray. The songs that we sing have great, biblical lyrics reflecting biblical truths. Make sure that you understand and believe the lyrics; it will also make verbal introductions easier because you have already understood it yourself. 

An example of a guide to how you might song lead
Bible passage: “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behaviour. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.” Colossians 1:21-22
Sermon main point: Although we were God’s enemies, we are now reconciled to him through Jesus’ death for us.

Songs chosen: First two songs: Not ashamed, There is a redeemer, 




Offertory song: Amazing Love 




Response song: In Christ Alone.
(*general welcome, smiling) It’s great that we can come here this morning to worship our awesome God. (*Introduce the first song) As Christians, we believe that the gospel is the power of salvation. (*rationale for singing) It has the power to save people from their sins and it is a message that we are not ashamed of. So let’s stand and sing, ‘Not ashamed’. 

Song title: Not ashamed (sing twice) 

Intro: 8 bars

Verse 1

Chorus

8 bars of music

Verse 1

Chorus

The next song we are going to sing is called ‘There is a redeemer’. Let’s be thankful to God that He has brought us back to be in a relationship with Him. And let us remember that this was only possible through God’s only son, Jesus. Let’s continue singing together.

Song title: There is a redeemer

Intro: 4 bars

Verse 1

Chorus

Verse 2

Chorus
Verse 3

Chorus

Please take a seat.

- offertory –

God showed his amazing love for us in sending his son. Let me read the chorus of our next song out to you: 

Amazing love, oh what sacrifice, the son of God, given for me;

my debt he pays and my death he dies that I might live. 
As we take the offertory, let’s sing Amazing Love. 
(TeenSS do not have to stand initially, ask them to stand in the 3rd verse or last chorus)

Offertory song: Amazing Love

Intro 4 bars

Verse 1

Chorus 

Verse 2

Chorus 

Verse 3

Chorus

Please take a seat
- sermon finishes -
(Try not to overtake the service leader’s job at this point) We were once alienated from God but now we are reconciled to Him. This was made possible because of Christ’s death on the cross for us. Let’s remember this as we sing, In Christ Alone. Please stand. 
Response song: In Christ Alone

Intro: 4 bars

Verse 1 and Chorus 1

Verse 2 and Chorus 2

Verse 3 and Chorus 3

Verse 4 and Chorus 4

Please take a seat.

Song Leading Outline for DD/MM/YYYY
Bible passage: 




Sermon main point: 



Songs chosen: First two songs: 




Offertory song: 




Response song: 
General welcome: 
Introduce the first song: 
Rationale for singing: 
So let’s stand and sing… 

Song title: 

Intro:






Introduce the next song:
Rationale: 


Song title: 

Intro: 






Please take a seat.

- offertory –




(TeenSS do not have to stand initially, ask them to stand in the 3rd verse or last chorus)

Offertory song: 
Intro 





Please take a seat

- sermon finishes -
Main point: 

Link:

Please stand
Response song:
Intro: 





Please take a seat.

TC song leading 

Joyce Auyeung

